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cordance with the surveillance program. This subcommittee does not agree
that a sampling plan of n = 16 provides "comparable sensitivity" to the
recommended plan where n = 29, though obviously it must agree that
the cost is reduced. In essence the USD A Quarterly Surveillance Program
should require the analysis of 2 rather than 1 composite sample. In this
case the sampling plan would be n = 32, which would be only slightly
more stringent than the plan recommended by the Salmonella committee.
In practice, on a quarterly basis, the USDA collects samples from 3 days'
production (preferably consecutive days). Four samples of product from
each day are drawn, for a total of 12 samples. The four samples for each
day are composited to yield a 400-g analytical unit that is analyzed for
Salmonella. Thus, the quarterly finished-product surveillance consists of
the analysis of three 400-g samples for a given plant. If the plant produces
products other than a nonfat dried milk, i.e., buttermilk and whey, a
separate set of 12 samples is taken from the dryer(s) that is (are) used for
each product. If the plant has several dry-milk dryers, each with its own
bagging head, the product from only one dryer is sampled. The "Instruc-
tion" directs that alternately a different dryer be sampled on each suc-
cessive quarterly survey. This subcommittee believes that samples should
be drawn from each dryer since each is an integral unit of production
equipment. At the time of the quarterly survey three environmental samples
are also collected, these being waste material from the vacuum cleaner,
air filters, and tailings. When the surveillance on a plant's production
shows a positive test, a letter is sent to the plant manager informing him
of the single positive test and the three available options by which the
positive product can be handled. These options appear to be adequate to
provide reasonable assurance that contaminated product will not reach the
market. They provide that the day's production having the positive Sal-
monella test shall be either:

1.   segregated, reprocessed and the reprocessed product tested for Sal-
monella',

2.   segregated and disposed of in a manner that poses no health problem
to humans or animals, e.g., USDA certification that the product was
discarded in a sanitary landfill; or

3.  retested (verification test) at the rate of twelve 100-g samples. For
test purposes the laboratory will composite 4 samples for a total of
3 tests (n = 48). If none of the composites shows a positive test,
the results are interpreted as meaning that the incidence of Salmonella
is insignificant, and the day's production may be used for human
purposes. If one or more of the composites shows a positive test,
the day's production represented by the test is then handled as in